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WESTERN POWER, OPPOSITION’S ATTITUDE 
Grievance 

MR J.J.M. BOWLER (Eyre) [9.26 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Energy and is about the decision 
of the Opposition to oppose the Government’s proposal to separate the functions of Western Power.  That 
decision has destroyed the opportunity to create a new regional power authority that would be established in a 
regional centre.  It has also destroyed the opportunity to establish a separate network authority that would have 
ensured the establishment of regional power stations, such as the one at Parkeston in my electorate.  For the 
benefit of the people in the gallery today, the electorate of Eyre covers the goldfields.  One person from the 
Liberal Opposition actually voted with the Government on that matter - that was my friend the member for 
Kalgoorlie - because he is fully aware that the Chamber of Minerals and Energy of Western Australia and the 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia fully support what the State Government was 
proposing to do, because they realise that, in the end, the disaggregation of Western Power will result in cheaper 
power for industry and create more jobs in Western Australia.  The member for Kalgoorlie was the only 
opposition member who had the gumption to vote with the Government, and I praise him for that decision.  The 
decision by the Opposition to oppose the Government’s proposal is a lost opportunity for the whole of Western 
Australia, particularly the people who live in the north of the State in the town of Karratha in the Pilbara.  My 
new electorate of Murchison-Eyre will extend up to Newman, which is not quite as far north as Karratha, but 
even towns like Newman would have benefited from the creation of a power authority that was not in Perth but 
was in a regional area. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  There are private power supplies in that area.  Do you not know that?  

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  The Premier called the Leader of the Opposition desperate.  I call him unfortunate.  The 
Leader of the Opposition is the best thing we have going for us.  I do not know whether we will be able to keep 
him there for much longer, though, because there is no doubt that my friend the member for Kalgoorlie will get 
his position.   
The SPEAKER:  Order!  Member for Eyre, it is difficult for people to not interject when you directly attack 
them, so keep your grievance to the point. 
Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  The Leader of the Opposition helps our case every time he shows his personality. 
The fact is that this decision by the Opposition is a lost opportunity for decentralisation.  We can do anything we 
like from Perth, but unless we live in a regional centre and know what life is like in a regional centre we really 
cannot represent regional Western Australia.  Some members of the Opposition who represent regional Western 
Australia do not live in their electorates and do not have their electorate offices in their electorates.  I will not 
point out those members, but they know who they are.  Members who represent regional Western Australia need 
to live in their electorates.  Their offices need to be there.  Their families need to be there.  If they do not do that, 
they will not know what is best for regional Western Australia.  The State Government, under its disaggregation 
policy, would have established the regional authority in Karratha.  The people who live in the Pilbara know what 
is best for the Pilbara and outback Western Australia.   
Mr C.J. Barnett:  There is private power supply in the Pilbara.  The Pilbara is already private. 
Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  As I have said, the Leader of the Opposition is the best thing we have going for us.  The 
more he keeps interjecting, the more the people of Albany will vote for the member for Albany.  However, I do 
not think we will be able to keep the Leader of the Opposition in that position until the next election.  I think 
they will get rid of him before then.   

Several members interjected.  

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  The member wants to talk about power.  I know the National Party went very close to 
supporting the Government, because a lot of the points that were put forward by the State Government were 
good for those in the bush.  Maybe during the next term of this Government we can do a deal together. 

Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Nedlands!   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  Having key decision makers based in the regions means that the people there will use 
their best efforts for the regions.  Members of the State Opposition wanted to keep the conglomerate of Western 
Power going - the organisation that created the fiasco on 18 March. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  I think the minister did that.  It was a hopeless, inept performance. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!   
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Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  As I said to the member, he should just keep it going. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  It was the inept performance of the Minister for Energy.  I hope he will get up in a minute. 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  The member for Albany just loves the Leader of the Opposition, because his personality 
shines through like a beacon and that is very unfortunate.  The member wants to extend Parliament, so the 
Leader of the Opposition should keep interjecting. 

Mr P.B. Watson:  We love the member for Kalgoorlie. 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  They will all love him in about six months.  The fact is that if we had disaggregation, we 
would have had this facility in Karratha that would have looked after regional power.  Earlier I alluded to the fact 
that the regional power stations could also have come online to help the crisis on 18 March.  Members from 
other parts of Western Australia may not know that a gas power station in Kalgoorlie could have produced 110 
megawatts of power on 18 March.  On the day in question it was producing 50 megawatts, which is the normal 
requirement of the mines in my electorate and that of the member for Kalgoorlie, which left 60 megawatts spare 
capacity.  Of that 60 megawatts, 14 megawatts were injected back into the system to help the power situation 
that day.  The remaining 46 megawatts probably would have averted the whole problem in the State if they had 
gone back into the system.  Why did that power not go back into the system?  Because Western Power did not 
even want to negotiate with TransAlta Corporation.  I spoke to people from TransAlta the day after the crisis, 
and they said they had been trying to negotiate with Western Power and had even offered to pay a part or a fair 
bit of that money - 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Where was the minister? 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  As I said, the Leader of the Opposition should keep it going.  It is a couple more votes. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Where was the minister? 

The SPEAKER:  Order, Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  Where is the member for Albany?  How much will be locked in?  Will the member send 
him chocolates at Christmas?  Beautiful. 

Therefore, 46 megawatts could have been put back into the system, but for $6 million to $7 million.  TransAlta 
was even prepared to pay for part or all of that.  Western Power would not even negotiate, because it wants to 
keep its little courtiers - people wanted to look after their jobs.  If there was disaggregation, and had TransAlta 
been able to add to the system, not only would it have drought-proofed my home town of Kalgoorlie-Boulder 
and towns such as Coolgardie and Kambalda, but also it would have helped the whole state system.  An effective 
state system will eventuate only if there is disaggregation and true competition, without the privatisation that the 
Leader of the Opposition has stated on several occasions that he wants, but which we do not want.  Can the 
Minister for Energy explain to the people of Albany and the people of Western Australia where the future Gallop 
Labor Government is going? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I do not know whether the member for Kalgoorlie and Leader of the Opposition just did not 
understand what I said in relation to grievances.  They are limited to seven minutes and, for as long as I have 
been a member of the House, it has been accepted that no interjections should be made during them.  Members 
have consistently interjected on the member stating the grievance.  That is unacceptable and I warn them once 
again to allow the speakers to use the limited time they have available.  

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont - Minister for Energy) [9.34 am]:  I thank the member for Eyre for his very 
pertinent remarks about electricity reform, which has two major elements.  Firstly, the industry Bill establishes a 
head of power for the establishment of a competitive electricity market, a head of power for the establishment of 
a code for access to Western Power’s networks, regulated by the independent Economic Regulation Authority, 
and provisions for an electricity ombudsman and other consumer protection measures.  The second element of 
the package was a Bill to separate Western Power into four new state-owned enterprises.  One of those 
enterprises was to be a regional power corporation to handle all the power needs of the regions outside the south 
west interconnected system.  There are 29 non-connected systems and the system in the Pilbara.  It is a great 
tragedy that the failure of the Opposition and the Greens (WA) to support the legislation to break up Western 
Power into those four organisations has meant that the regional power corporation cannot go ahead.  We could 
have had an organisation dedicated to the supply of power to the regions and with its headquarters in a region, 
because the government proposal was to shift the headquarters of the regional power corporation to Karratha.  It 
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would have been the biggest shift of the headquarters of a government organisation to a regional centre in living 
memory.  The Government selected Karratha for a good reason - the growing power needs in that area. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER:  Order, members!   
Mr E.S. RIPPER:  All the senior and most middle management and corporate functions would have been located 
in Karratha, including the top nine positions in the proposed organisation; the managing director, the manager 
Pilbara, the manager regional, the manager corporate and strategy, the regional asset and operations managers, 
and the stakeholder manager.  All appropriate support staff would also have been located in Karratha.  Also 
proposed in the arrangement was the allocation of seven - 

Mr P.D. Omodei interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  I call the member for Warren-Blackwood to order for the first time.   

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  Also included in the proposed arrangement was the allocation of seven asset and stakeholder 
management positions to the regional centres of Esperance, Carnarvon, Broome and Kununurra.  However, the 
Opposition refused to vote for the Bill that would have established the regional power corporation.  The 
Opposition will not vote for the Bill that would have established the regional power corporation; it will not vote 
for the Bill that would have allowed the headquarters to be established in Karratha; it will not vote for the Bill 
that would have authorised the arrangement to locate these people in Esperance, Carnarvon, Broome and 
Kununurra; and it will not vote for the Bill that would have established a separate networks organisation.  The 
case put forward by the member for Eyre provides a classic example of why we need a separate networks 
organisation.  The power station at Parkston has been the subject of a long, long fight with Western Power about 
access to Western Power’s network.  When the Government came to power there were three separate legal 
actions being waged between Western Power and TransAlta on getting that power into the network.  Why did 
that fight occur?  Because Parkston power station should negotiate with its competitor, Western Power, which 
owns the network, in order to gain access to the network. 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!   
Mr M.J. Birney interjected. 
The SPEAKER:  Order!  I call the member for Kalgoorlie and the Leader of the Opposition to order for the 
second time each. 
Mr E.S. RIPPER:  Part of the solution to this issue is to have a separate network organisation.  The interest to the 
network organisation would be to transport as much electricity as possible.  The network organisation would not 
have an interest in curtailing the operations of potential competitors to Western Power. 
Mr J.H.D. Day interjected. 
The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Darling Range! 
Mr E.S. RIPPER:  On 18 February we saw a classic example of why we need a separate network organisation.  If 
we had had a separate network organisation years ago, we would not have been in that situation with the 
Parkston power station, because the network organisation would not have had any incentive to stop that 
TransAlta power station connecting, and of course TransAlta would not have had any incentive to argue that it 
was being treated unfairly because its competitor owned the transport system that it needed to get its product to 
the market.  I know that in the regions in particular there is a lot of concern about the reliability, quality, and 
safety of the electricity supply.  We have an ageing electricity network.  We need to invest more money in that 
network.  In the history of Western Power its capital has gone to generation, because if capital does not go into 
generation, there are immediate power problems.  If the capital does not go into networks, there is no immediate 
power problem but there is a gradual deterioration over the years.  The chickens are now coming home to roost.  
We have had a gradual deterioration over a decade or more and we are now starting to pay the price for that 
decade or more of neglect and lack of investment in the network.  How can we get the money for further 
investment into the network?  How can we get more money in addition to the $1.2 billion that will be spent over 
five years?  If we get private sector investment into generation, public money will then be available for 
investment into the network.  At the moment, we have to put aside $100 million a year for generation 
development; that is, $100 million if it is provided by the private sector, which can then be invested in the 
network.   

Mr C.J. Barnett:  What role did Brian Burke play in this decision?  

The SPEAKER:  Order, Leader of the Opposition!   
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Mr E.S. RIPPER:  Mr Speaker, I have only a minute or two to go.  The Liberals have sabotaged the 
establishment of a regional power corporation, the possibility of a station like TransAlta getting proper 
connection from the network and the possibility of additional investment beyond the $1.2 billion into the 
network to deliver a quality electricity supply that is reliable and safe and that the people of Western Australia 
deserve.   
 


